COURSE SYLLABUS AND GRADING SYSTEM

Spring 2019 Chemistry in the Community
Instructor: Mrs. Greyson
Room: D119
Office Hours (3:30-4:00)

bgreyson@sdb.k12.wi.us

Website: www.bgreyson.weebly.com
Twitter: barbgreyson
Course Description:  

This course is designed to guide the student toward a better understanding of the fundamental concepts of chemistry. What distinguishes this course from a “traditional” chemistry class is that all major concepts are presented concurrently with a chemistry related real-life concern. Laboratory investigations and other exercises encourage students to apply their chemistry knowledge and skills to a particular issue or problem with a focus on Wisconsin. 


General Topics:

1. Materials – Structure and uses
2. Water – Exploring solutions

3. Food – Matter and energy for life

4. Air – Chemistry and the atmosphere

5. Industry – Applying chemical reactions
Learner Outcomes:

By the end of the semester students will observe relevant scientific problems, apply the scientific method to solve problems, experiment using proper procedures, demonstrate lab safety, and have both a conceptual and practical understanding of chemistry.
Required Supplies: 

You are expected to bring supplies with you every day to class. 
You will need the following supplies:

· Pencils
· Pens (black or blue ink only)
· 3 Ring notebook with loose-leaf paper
· Colored pencils or colored markers (if possible)

· Marble bound notebook
* Students are responsible for paying for the cost of any lab supplies, instruments, or glassware    that are broken while working in the classroom or laboratory.
Grading Policy:

Term Grade

50% 
Summative Assessment:

Unit Tests

Unit Quizzes

Unit Projects

Major Lab Reports
Exams
20% Formative Assessment:

 

Daily quizzes (in-class and take-home)

  
Homework 

Class work (worksheets, computer research, graphic organizers, models, posters, lab assignments, journal entries etc.)


30%
AWP



Students will complete an authentic writing piece based on a science text. More information



will be provided in class concerning this school-wide writing assignment. 

Grading Scale: 

A = 90% and above





B = 80-89%





C = 70-79%





D = 60-69%





F = Below 60%

Homework Policy:
· Daily homework assignments will be checked for completion at the beginning of the class period and then corrected together and discussed as a class. All students who make an earnest attempt to correctly complete their homework will receive full credit as long as they make corrections to their errors. 

· Assignments not completed by the start of class can be corrected but the student can only earn half of the credit for each problem that they did not attempt. Any corrected assignments are due by the next day.

· Daily assignments can be found on the class website. It is the student’s responsibility to check the website when they are absent and complete any missed assignment within 2 school days of their absence. 

Help Sessions/Tutoring:
· Any student who needs help understanding an assignment, wants to discuss make-up work, or complete a missed lab should arrange to do so during academic lab or after school Monday-Friday, 3:30-4:00.

· Other times to make up work and received help can be prearranged with me.
Unit Test/Project Correction Policy:

· Unit tests, projects, and lab reports can be corrected and students can earn back up to half of the credit that they lost for each incorrect response. All corrections must be completed in room D119 using the science correction template. All corrections must be made within the current unit. Once the course has moved on to another unit and the summative assessment has been given for that unit, no corrections will be accepted.

· Because of time constraints on grading exams, no corrections will be allowed on either the midterm or final exam.
Classroom Classroom/Laboratory Participation Policy:

· This course requires your participation in classroom and laboratory activities. Students will be graded on their participation (lab exercises, group and individual responses, assignments turned in) throughout the term. If you are absent from classroom activity, it is your responsibility to make up the assignment after school. 

· If a student is asked to leave the chemistry lab because of safety violations, that student will automatically receive an alternative written assignment to be completed during that class period, detention, and a parent phone call. Repeated safety violations may result in losing all lab privileges. 

Honesty Policy:

· Cheating will result in a zero for that assignment, project, or test and the district discipline code (rubric) applies. Copying someone’s classwork, homework, website, Powerpoint, etc. is plagiarism and plagiarism is a crime. 
Classroom Management: 
1. Be on time to class.

2. Be prepared to work and in your seat with all materials when the tardy bell rings. 

3. Be on task during class work time.

4. Be respectful to both your teacher and the other students. No putdowns.

5. Be responsible for your actions.

When a person breaks a rule, they are making a choice not to follow the proper procedures that have been established by the school officials. When a person has broken class or school policies we have the following consequences in order to correct the inappropriate behavior:

Consequences: 

1.  Verbal warning/student conference
2. Removal from the situation 
3. Small conference with teacher 

4. Call home to parent or guardian/parent conference

5. After school detention

6. Administrative action with assistant principal

(  Tardy procedure will follow school policy.

(  All detentions will be served within 5 days of the offense or it will be referred to the administration.

(  Severe offenses will be referred to the administration immediately.

Mrs. Greyson’s Responsibilities to Students:
1. I will be respectful.

2. I will be responsible.

3. I will be fair. 

4. I will be on time and prepared for class.

5. I will provide a safe, engaging, and challenging learning environment to all students. 
Dear Parent,

I am looking forward to working with your son/daughter this year. Please read over this syllabus in order to be aware of expectations. The student will keep this syllabus in his/her notebook. This will allow you and the student to refer to it as needed. In addition to progress reports, I will contact you if there is a significant drop in the grade or if your son/daughter misses 3 days of class. Please feel free to contact me at the school anytime, with questions and concerns. If I am not available, I will return your call or email as soon as possible.  I look forward to an enriching term working with your child. Thank you for your help and support.








Sincerely, 








Barbara Greyson, Chemistry teacher
Student Name ___________________________
 Student Signature____________________________

Parent Name ___________________________
 Parent Signature_____________________________

      Date ________________________
